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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

There were improvements at ports and anchorages 

concern was the occurrence of the incident 

Of serious concern was the occurrence of 

reiterates its advice that all ships to re-route from 

and crew are strongly urged to exercise enhanced 

occurred in the incidents involving Ocean Kingdom 
Donghae Star Phu An 268

Doña Annabel

and guidelines with strict enforcement in security

abductors from boarding ships. 

enforcement agencies and the shipping industry 

enforcement and apprehension of the perpetrators.
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OVERVIEW
Incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia 

PART ONE

NUMBER OF INCIDENTS

for 

1

 with any items stolen from the crew or secured and unsecured found on board the ship.
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STATUS AND LOCATION OF SHIPS
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Robbery Against Ships
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INCIDENTS ON BOARD SHIPS AT ANCHOR/BERTH

INCIDENTS ON BOARD SHIPS WHILE UNDERWAY

Bangladesh 4

China 1

Indonesia 12

Philippines 5
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compared to the same period in past four years 

PART TWO

INSIGHT
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INSIGHT
PART TWO

SIGNIFICANCE LEVEL OF ACTUAL INCIDENTS

CAT 1
CAT 2

CAT 3
CAT 4

Jan-Jun 2013 Jan-Jun 2014 Jan-Jun 2015 Jan-Jun 2016 Jan-Jun 2017

13

19

25 25

18

33

10

16
20

62

6 4 3

31

4 3

10
13

40

30

20

10

0

60

50

70

5



08

LOCATION OF INCIDENTS

January - June
2013

January - June
2014

January - June
2015

January - June
2016

January - June
2017

Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual

East Asia

China 1

1

South Asia

1 1

India 1 1

4 1 14 1

South East Asia

Indian Ocean 1

Indonesia 11 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

SCS 1 1 1 1

SOMS 1 1 1 1

Sea 1

1

Vietnam

4 94 1

4 9 44
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New Delhi

Dhaka

Nay Pyi Taw

Hanoi

Bangkok

Kuala 

Bandar Seri
Begawan

Manila

Beijing

Seoul

Tokyo

CAT 1 CAT 3
CAT 2 CAT 4

Singapore

Jakarta

Singapore

Johor Johor

Pulau Pulau 
Bintan
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who boarded 

who boarded Harvester

of the men who boarded Harvester
the stolen items.

VIOLENCE FACTORS OF ACTUAL INCIDENTS

Fishing Banca Giang Hai and Super 

occurred on board Alice when she was underway in 
 while underway 

type of weapons carried by perpetrators or that the 
perpetrators were not armed. 

More than
1

Not stated
5

Not stated

14

Guns only
6

Others only

10
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ECONOMIC FACTOR OF ACTUAL INCIDENTS

at ports and anchorages. There was one incident 
involving cargo discharged where the perpetrators 

 when 

on board 
Alice M/

ship was targeted.

vessel

Tanker
13

Container
ship

Fishing 
1

Bulk carrier
8

Tug boat
3

Giang 
Hai

Fishing Banca 
and 

Alice and
reported that the perpetrators assaulted the crew 

Uni Challenge
reported that the perpetrators threatened the 

Silver Express

Killed
1

Not stated

Threatened
1

Taken
hostage

2
Assaulted

1
Kidnapped

2

Engine spares

Cargo discharged
1

Unsecured 

Nothing 

Not stated

10 Stores
11

3
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GEOGRAPHICAL
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GEOGRAPHICAL
PART THREE

BANGLADESH

involving 

anchorages via small wooden boats. The 

during hours of darkness and report all 

enforcement agencies immediately. The 

among the relevant agencies.

patrolling and responded promptly to 
incident involving . The 

recovery of the stolen items.

Kutubdia 
Island

CAT 3
CAT 2

CAT 4
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INDONESIA

1

Single Incident Reported

Belawan

1

Tanjung Priok

Cilacap

Taboneo
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PHILIPPINES

tug boat and escaped.

CAT 1 CAT 3
CAT 2 CAT 4

Batangas

Basilan
Tawi-tawi
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STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE (SOMS)

Great Sailor

Nave Buena Suerte. The perpetrators escaped empty-handed when sighted
by the crew who raised the alarm. 

Singapore

Johor

Pulau

Besar

Pulau Bulan

Pulau Bintan

CAT 3

Johor



PART FOUR

INCIDENTS OF 
ABDUCTION OF CREW 
FROM SHIPS IN THE 
SULU-CELEBES SEA 
AND WATERS OFF 
EASTERN SABAH
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INCIDENTS OF ABDUCTION OF CREW 
FROM SHIPS IN THE SULU-CELEBES SEA 
AND WATERS OFF EASTERN SABAH

PART FOUR

LATEST SITUATION

1
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9

15111111151515151111
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141111111111114141111111111

19

Actual

Crew killed: 2
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SOUTHERN FALCON

KUMIAI SHAGANG
11

KEN TOKU

CEMTEX FORTUNE

EASTER K
14

STAR NORITA
15

DONGHAE STAR

PHU AN 268

DOÑA ANNABEL

OCEAN KINGDOM

4

1

MASSIVE 6

HENRY

FISHING TRAWLER5

SERUDONG 3

FISHING TRAWLER
Three Filipino crew abducted

DONGBANG GIANT NO. 2

Two Filipino crew abducted

9

RAMONA 2
Four Filipino crew abducted

FISHING BANCA

GIANG HAI

One crew killed

19
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ACTIONS BY THE LITTORAL STATES – TRILATERAL MARITIME PATROL

the waters remain safe and secure.  

1

1

Tarakan

Tawau Sibutu 
Passage

Bongao

1
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ACTIONS BY THE PHILIPPINE AUTHORITIES

Serudong 3
Ramona 2

one crew of 

 

Email: hcgdswm@yahoo.com

South eastern Mindanao

Email: 

1

Moro Gulf

Basilan

Davao

Inbound
Outbound

1
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liability issues. 
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ReCAAP ISC’S ADVISORY TO SHIPPING INDUSTRY

Email: hcgdswm@yahoo.com

Eastern Sabah Security Command

Email: bilikgerakanesscom@jpm.gov.my

Email: 

1

1

Lahad Datu BongaoBh d

1
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CASE STUDY
PART FIVE
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knives boarded 

from .

HIJACKING OF C. P. 41 FOR OIL CARGO THEFT ON BOARD

Type of ship

Thailand

GT

Before leaving 
 

CASE STUDY
PART FIVE

OBSERVATION

Ever Ocean Silk
Ever Giant

oil from the ships and stole the crew's personal 
belongings.

reference from the ‘Regional Guide to Counter 
. 

Kuantan C. P. 41

23 Jun 17
2100 hrs

C. P. 41



ReCAAP ISC’S
MAIN ACTIVITIES
(APRIL-JUNE 2017)

PART SIX



PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY AGAINST SHIPS IN ASIA

27

ReCAAP ISC’S MAIN ACTIVITIES
(APRIL-JUNE 2017)

PART SIX

ReCAAP ISC PIRACY AND SEA ROBBERY CONFERENCE 2017, SINGAPORE (27 APRIL 2017)

 
 



28

CLUSTER MEETING, MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
(30-31 MAY 2017)

between the governmental agencies and the 

important to address the issue.

PCG-JICA-JCG AND ReCAAP-ISC JOINT 
EXERCISE 2017, DAVAO, PHILIPPINES
(3 JUNE 2017)

among the law enforcement agencies.

agencies
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LECTURE AT WORLD MARITIME UNIVERSITY 
(WMU), MALMO, SWEDEN (5 JUNE 2017)

associated with these requirements.

IMO 98TH SESSION OF THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE (MSC) MEETING,
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM (7-16 JUNE 2017)
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VISIT BY AMBASSADOR LUI TUCK YEW
(7 JUNE 2017)

appointment.

 ReCAAP ISC’S VIST TO MYANMAR
(20-21 JUNE 2017)

programmes.
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CONCLUSION

Of concern was the recurrence of an incident involving the hijacking 

Regional 
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APPENDICES

Piracy

Armed Robbery Against Ships

incurred. The indicators for these two factors are as follows:

 used to determine this are:

Type of weapons used.

 considered more violent.

Treatment of the crew.
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 generally operate in small groups. 

B. 

Category

CAT 1

of cargo oil.

remains a small possibility that the crew could be subject to duress during the incident 

stores and engine spares were the commonly targeted items. 

CAT 4
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Time of Incident 

1
Tanker two perpetrators armed with long knives on 

and chased him with a knife. The duty watch 

all access door while the master raised 
the alarm. The perpetrators escaped with 

the vicinity.

Spirit of 
Bangkok

outer 

Bangladesh
Tawhid with a boarding team to 

and one high pressure jet machine. 

Fishing Trawler

Bow No.: 

with guns boarded the trawler from a grey 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENTS
ACTUAL INCIDENTS
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Time of Incident 

Liberia

Bangladesh

boarded the container ship and stole some 
ship stores. The master reported the incident 

Tawheed anchored 
near the incident area sent a high speed boat 

Tug boat

Bay of Bengal

 which
.

The master immediately contacted the 

number of the perpetrators climbing onto EL 

quarter of  but was interrupted when 
the master had to manoeuvre both ships into 
deeper waters to prevent grounding. 

The crew was not injured and nothing was 
stolen. 

Skandi 

Norway

Bangladesh

the ship and escaped empty-handed.
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Time of Incident 

Skythia
Bulk carrier

anything from the ship.

supply vessel
crew found that some items in the ship were 

found bare footprints of perpetrators at the 

cargo ship
Vietnam

northwest 
Giang Hai

several warning shots at the ship ordering her 
to stop. The ship manoeuvred to evade the 

gathered the crew at the crew deck. One of 
the crew was shot when he tried to block 
the perpetrators from entering the bridge. 

gunshot wounds. The perpetrators entered 



PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY AGAINST SHIPS IN ASIA

37

Time of Incident 

crew who was killed.
 

units in the area. 

had killed one of the six abducted crew of 
Giang Hai

to locate the body of the crew.

Maersk 
Aegean

Lubuk 
drill and an electric hacksaw were found 
missing from the engine room workshop. 

was found. The agent and port authority 
were informed.

11

product tanker
Batangas 

ship and search for perpetrators on board. 

no perpetrators were found.
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Time of Incident 

Batangas 
perpetrator armed with a long bladed knife 
was hiding on the starboard side winch of the 

The perpetrator jumped into the water and 
escaped in a small motor banca which was 
manned by his companion.

Tug 1
Tug boat

Vicinity waters 

armed men boarded the tug boat from three 
wooden green speed boats at approximately 

There were two armed men on board each 
speed boat. The remaining crew was safe. 

receiving the distress call from the tug boat. 

militants who escaped on speed boats. The 
immediate response by the ground forces
led to the rescue of the abducted boat 
captain and the chief engineer on
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Time of Incident 

Ocean 

Bulk carrier Taboneo 
perpetrators boarded the ship from a boat 

removed the internal securing arrangement 
of the forecastle booby hatch and took away 

hours of darkness when small unlit boats 
cannot be seen visually and on radar.

ship with lock was open and the door was 

a check.

Andromar

tanker Batangas 

immediately jumped into the water and 
escaped in a small motor banca together
with his companion. The master mustered 
the crew and checked on the inventory of

Arpeggio
Bulk carrier the bulk carrier. The alarm was raised and 

without taking anything.

rounds. The port authority boarded the ship 
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Time of Incident 

Tanker
Bravo 

Bangladesh

boarded on the poop deck of the ship from 
an approximately three to four meters long 

alarm by sounding the ship whistle followed 

empty- handed.

Bulk carrier perpetrators boarded the ship through the 
stern from a wooden boat. The duty crew 

the perpetrators escaped in an unlit wooden 

and the crew was not injured.

Suerte

tanker

perpetrators armed with knives in the engine 

out of the engine room. Nothing was stolen 
as the perpetrators were sighted before they 
could steal anything. The alarm was sounded 
immediately and a search was conducted 
on board the ship. No perpetrators were 

The crew was not injured.

Bulk carrier knife boarded the ship via the anchor chain. 

raised the alarm and mustered the crew. 

board the ship and nothing was stolen.
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Time of Incident 

tanker
long knives boarded the ship from a speed 
boat. The perpetrators stole the outboard 
engine of a rescue boat on the poop deck 
and escaped.

Dumai 

with a machete boarded the product tanker. 
The alarm was raised and crew mustered. 
The perpetrators escaped with stolen ship 
property.

tanker
guns and knives boarded the ship through 

broadcast of the incident and informed

not injured.

Bulk carrier perpetrator in the engine room. The 

missed him. The duty oiler ran into the 

and reported to the master. The master 

the engine room was open. The perpetrator 

perpetrator was found on board. The chief 
engineer discovered that some spares from 
the engine store room were missing.
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Time of Incident 

Bulk carrier
Liberia

boarded the bulk carrier and stole paint. 

the stolen items.

Tug boat

Barge

Vicinity of 
approached and boarded the tug boat. The 
perpetrators took away several gallons of 

of the tug boat reported the incident to 

immediately launched its assets and 

and rendered assistance to the tug boat. 

motor banca with two perpetrators on board 
came alongside on the other side of the tug 
boat. The perpetrators who were not armed 
boarded the tug boat and were immediately 

of appropriate charges in court.

Tanker perpetrators armed with knives boarded 

suspected that something happened when 

quarter from the bridge wing of the ship. 

injured and some engine spares were stolen.
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Time of Incident 

supply vessel
the ship and escaped immediately upon 
being sighted by the crew. The crew was
not injured and nothing was stolen.

C. P. 41

product tanker
Thailand

the ship and locked all crew in the engine 

engineer to operate the pump and siphon the 

equipment. 
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Time of Incident 

Ocean 
Kingdom

Barbuda of the perpetrators in one of the boats made 
a hand signal to stop and then increased its 

speed boat proceeded towards the stern of 

climb onto the container ship. The master 

resulted in swaying of the rudder and 

waves which forced the perpetrator to

ship. The crew was not injured. The incident 

were also dispatched

 

tanker
Vietnam

ATTEMPTED INCIDENTS
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Time of Incident 

Bulk carrier 

southwest of 

on board wearing black. The boats were 

speed. The ship proceeded to its next port of 
call with no untoward incident. 

ship
Vietnam

northeast of 

approached and followed the ship for about 

and water canon to prevent the perpetrators 

responded and proceeded to the area.
The perpetrators escaped.

Ping An

tanker

the bridge who raised the ship alarm and 
mustered the crew. The perpetrator aborted 
the boarding and escaped with three other 
accomplices who were on board a small 

property was stolen. The perpetrators were 

 in the vicinity.
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Time of Incident 

cargo ferry

northwest of 

and tried to approach the ship. There was an 
unknown number of perpetrators wearing 
bonnets and armed with guns on board the 
boats. The ship captain reported the incident 
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Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) Circulars on Preventing and
Suppressing Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia 

Guidance to ships owners, ship operators, ship masters and 

 law enforcement agencies as appropriate.
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CONTACT DETAILS OF ReCAAP FOCAL POINTS / CONTACT POINT

Point of Contact

E-mail: amboc@border.gov.au

E-mail: cns@dos.gov.bd

Brunei

Email: kasnol.kincho@police.gov.bn

Cambodia

E-mail: mmd@mpwt.gov.kh

China

Email: cnmrcc@mot.gov.cn

Email: hkmrcc@mardep.gov.hk

Email: 

India

Email: indsar@vsnl.net
            mrcc-west@indiancoastguard.nic.in 
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Point of Contact

Email : jcg-op@mlit.go.jp

Email: piracy@gicoms.go.kr

Email: 
            svongdeuane@yahoo.com

Myanmar

Email: mrcc.yangon@mptmail.com.mm
            

Email: mik-nl@kustwacht.nl 

Email: morten.alsaker.lossius@sjofartsdir.no

Email: cgac@coastguard.gov.ph

Email: hcgdswm@yahoo.com
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Point of Contact

Singapore

Email: pocc@mpa.gov.sg

Email: nhqdno@yahoo.com
            nhqdno@navy.lk 

Royal Thai Navy

Email: 
            @gmail.com

Email: nmic-ws@mod.uk

Email: rccalameda@uscg.mil

Vietnam 

Email: vietnamcoastguard@gmail.com
            vietnamfocalpoint@yahoo.com.vn
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