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Supply of lubrication oil in heavy weather 

A cruise ship suffered power “blackout” at Hustadvika on Saturday 23 March in challenging 
weather conditions.  

For the present, we conclude that the engine failure was directly caused by low oil pressure. 
The lubricating oil level of the tanks was within set limits, but relatively low, when the vessel 
started to cross Hustadvika. The tanks were provided with level alarms, however these had 
not been triggered at this time. The heavy seas in Hustadvika probably caused movements 
in the tanks so large that the supply to the lubricating oil pumps stopped. This triggered an 
alarm indicating a low level of lubrication oil, which in turn shortly thereafter caused an 
automatic shutdown of the engines.  

The Norwegian Maritime Authority recommends that all companies take necessary 
precautions to ensure the supply of lubricating oil to engines and other critical systems in 
expected weather conditions. This should be done in accordance with the engine supplier 
and, moreover, be included in the ship's risk assessments in the safety management system. 
 
References to relevant legislation: 
 
Regulations of 9 May 2014 No. 1191 on a safety management system for Norwegian ships 
and mobile offshore units, chapter 7 and 10 of the ISM Code. 
 
 
Lars Alvestad 
Director General of Shipping and Navigation 
 
 Håvard Gåseidnes 

Head of Department 
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